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IST Lecture
Ruth Wodak

Lancaster University and University of Vienna

Re/Nationalizing Europe? The Austrian case 1995-2015
Since the 1980s, the transformation of the former Eastern bloc, Germany’s reunification, the enlargement and deeper
integration of the European Union, together with persistent debates about migration focused ever more attention on
issues of historical and cultural identities. Indeed, in some member states of the European Union, the propagation of a
new European identity was accompanied by the emergence or re-emergence of fragmented and unstable national,
sometimes even nativist, and ethnic identities. Seemingly established collective, national identities became contested
political terrain and the focus of political struggles. Moreover, threats and crises of various kinds have re-invigorated
discussions of national or cultural identities across Europe, alongside the rise of various far-right and right-wing populist parties and movements. In my lecture, I illustrate the considerations above with the help of a case study about the
discursive construction of Austrian national identities 1995-2015. First, I will briefly present my theoretical and methodological framework (the Discourse-Historical Approach in Critical Discourse Studies) and then provide an overview
of the types of discourse and data analyzed, including political speeches, commemorative events, media, group discussions as well as in-depth interviews. Covering crucial analytical categories, I discuss our findings in comparison to
data collected in 1995 and 2005 and conclude with a longitudinal perspective on the discursive construction of
(Austrian) national identities.

Thursday | March 26, 2020 | 05:00 pm - 06:00 pm
Raiffeisen Lecture Hall, IST Austria, Klosterneuburg

2020-03-26

Please register for the lecture and shuttle by March 19:
https://ist.ac.at/wodak-registration

Free shuttle buses are provided to / from campus:
Regular IST shuttle #142: 4:03 pm from U4 Heiligenstadt/public bus stop (return from IST Austria campus at 6:40 and 7:10 pm)
Special IST Lecture shuttle: 4 pm from the Schwedenplatz/night bus stop (return from IST Austria campus at 7 pm)
This invitation is valid as a ticket for the IST Shuttle (#142) from and to Heiligenstadt Station. Please find a schedule of the IST Shuttle on our webpage
(note that the IST Shuttle times are marked in dark green): https://ist.ac.at/fileadmin/user_upload/pdfs/IST_shuttle_bus.pdf
The IST Shuttle bus is marked IST Shuttle (#142) and has the Institute Logo printed on the side.
IST Lectures „Science and…“ showcase the connection between science and society. Eminent personalities from all areas of society present to scientists and the general public.

